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Newsletter of Stroh Church of Christ - July 2020

Child Care Director - Lisa Howe - 351-2098
agapedaycarescc@yahoo.com
Sunday Schedule
Worship Service - 9:00 am
Sunday School & Adult Bible Fellowship: 10:20-11 am

connecting people to Jesus and to one another

Check out www.Grace101.org.
They have lots of great
Christian resources for you to use.
User: strohscc
Password: 2603514626

During the month of July, we are
collecting items for Woodburn
Christian Children’s Home for our
annual Christmas in July. If you would
like to buy something to donate to this
event, please look for the Christmas in
July table in Meeting Grounds on July 5.
Just follow the instructions on the
card you choose.
All items will need to be at the
church by July 26.
Any questions or if you’d like to make a
monetary donation, see Beth Williams
or Laurie Hamm.

Blood Drive at SCC
August 11, 2-7 pm
Schedule your appointment at
www.redcrossblood.org or by calling
1-800-733-2767.

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can
do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do
that.” Source unknown
The longer that I live on this planet the more I realize
that this is not my Home. This is my current dwelling
place. I am here for a reason and for a season, and
that is to brighten the corner, to share the love of
Jesus to a world that has gone mad and loves the
darkness.
Darkness appears to be winning this battle, but we
know that light will ultimately prevail.
Jesus said, Matthew 5:14-16 (NLT2) “You are the
light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot
be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and then puts it
under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand,
where it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In
the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all
to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly
Father.
We must be busy shining our lights, doing good
wherever and whenever we can. Our world needs
us to show them a different way of living. Our nation
needs us to step up and shine…not to be part of the
problem, but to work to be part of the solution to the
hatred, racism, violence, and darkness that is
pervading our country.
Politicians will not fix this problem. Policemen are
not the enemy. Satan is the enemy, and he has
captured the hearts and minds of way too many of
this nation’s citizens, including some who claim to be
Christians.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, don’t get caught up in
the hatred and violence. Don’t believe everything
the media and the politicians are saying. They all
have an agenda of some sort. We too have an
agenda. Jesus gave it to us. Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength; and
love your neighbor as you love yourself.
You would not throw a bottles or bricks at yourself.
You would not set your own house on fire. You
would not destroy your own property. You would not
burn your own car.
Treat your neighbor the way you want to be treated. Many of them need a relationship with Jesus
Christ. That’s the primary reason we are here… to
show & tell our neighbors about Jesus, the solution
to all of our problems.
Love covers a multitude of wrongs. What happened
in Minneapolis was wrong. I learned a long time ago
that two wrongs don’t make a right. Our love and our
light will make a big difference in our nation… if we
shine for Jesus.
CU Sunday,

Mike

The Need to Touch

We all need to be touched and to touch others. We
are biomechanically engineered as social and sensory
beings with an intense desire to connect with our own
kind. Touch is so vital to the human experience that when
we are deprived of it, terrible things occur. In 1944, an
experiment was conducted to determine if humans could
survive without certain forms of contact. A selection of 40
infants were divided into two groups. Group 1 received
normal care including positive touch and communication
with caregivers. For Group 2, caregivers were only
permitted to feed, clothe, change, and bathe the infants but
were not permitted to speak to, look at, or meaningfully
touch the newborns at all. This experiment had to be cut
short at 4 months due to the DEATH of the majority of
infants in Group 2. Researchers discovered that at a
certain point, infants would simply stop responding to
caregivers who failed to positively touch or interact with
them. They simply gave up emotionally and then
physically. This phenomenon is observed today with
individuals who fail to receive appropriate and necessary
contact in early development. It is referred to as
“Attachment Disorder” which results in “failure to
thrive”. When meaningful touch is withheld from us for a
prolonged period, part of us dies.
This is a bizarre time in our society impacted by
sickness. We are being told that touch is dangerous, even
potentially deadly. Some are wondering if this societal
imposed isolation has helped to fuel some of the chaos
occurring in our city streets. People feel isolated, alone,
detached, and untouchable. When you combine these
sensations with a fear of contact due to concern about
contamination, you end up with an entire society plagued
by a form of “Attachment Disorder.” Symptoms include
relational withdrawal, anxiety, sadness, irritability,
distrust of others, impulsivity, and even a basic disregard
for rights and boundaries. Sound familiar? None of this
makes for healthy functioning in our current culture.
Jesus was familiar with our need for touch…
probably because He created us. This is demonstrated
multiple times throughout His earthly ministry. The
crowds made a habit of bringing children to Jesus to have
Him touch them (Mark 10:13). He touched the blind,
mute, and deaf to restore sight, speech, and hearing
(John 9, Mark 7). He even touched an injured enemy
during the time of His arrest (Luke 22:51). Perhaps the
greatest example of His graceful touch was demonstrated
to those considered by their culture to be
“untouchable” (Luke 5:13). With this in mind, isn’t it
time for God’s people to reach out and touch an
untouchable culture? How are you carrying out this
mission during this time of disruption?

— Stephen Leininger, LMHCA

As I sit and write this, I am still recouping from VBS. It was a great week. We had over 60 kids come through our
doors this week and over 30 volunteers that helped this week go as well as it did! Not to mention everyone who
pitched in to help with preparing for snacks and crafts.
This year our missionary was a dear friend of mine, Heather Burton, who lives and works in Capetown, Africa
with Hearts of Hope Ministries. She works with kids and adults to share the love of Jesus. I set a goal of $1,000 for
the kids to raise during VBS thinking they can do it but I did not want to make it too hard. Again and again I am
blown away by the generosity of God’s people in this church. Overall, the kids raised over $2,300 to go to Heather,
and if you know me at all, you would not be surprised to know that I cried because of that!
I am so thankful that we were able to have VBS this summer. It was a great week learning about some of God’s
characteristics and who He is! We learned that He is GREAT, ALMIGHTY, RULER, EMANUEL, and TRUSTWORTHY!
I know the kids had a blast having fun and playing games, but more importantly they learned some important
lessons about who God is and how much He loves them!
—Adele Brunsman, Children’s Minister

Psalm 139:23-24 Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts; And see if
there be any hurtful way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way.
Our dear NDP prayer partners, I am going to do something this week that I usually try to avoid in my messages.
I am going to use the words “I” and “my” where I often us “we” and “our.” I always view the National Day of
Prayer Task Force as a team, a squadron of prayer warriors battling against the enemy together, not “my”
ministry but the Lord’s. I am grateful to get to be a part of this amazing ministry of thousands of people that God
has assembled for His prayers, plans and purpose. In these past days of death, division, and devastating pain
across America please know that we weep and mourn together as Scripture says we must do. Coming together
to grieve over the pain that fills our nation right now is our priority as the family of God. Keep praying, keep
loving, together!
These past days I have turned to my brothers and sisters of various skin tones. My heart hurt so deeply over
the death of George Floyd, but I did not want to make a horrible situation worse by saying the wrong thing, or
even saying the right thing the wrong way. There is MUCH to be done together in the next weeks, month and
years but I personally felt that I needed to lean in, listen and learn from others before I said or did anything else
but pray, which I have been doing constantly.
Over the past several weeks as so many people have been praying 2 Chronicles 7:14, “and if My people who
are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I
will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” I would hear people call out various “wicked
ways” that exist in America, but my heart ached over two in particular, pride and prejudice. I believe that until we
turn from those wicked ways God cannot and will not heal our land. You cannot heal a wound that is still being
fed with infection. Since I cannot speak for anyone else and I am not anyone’s judge, I knew the only place to
begin was with me. I began to pray Psalm 139:23-24 asking God to search me, to take a deep look at my heart,
soul, mind and strength and convict me of any wicked way; any pride or prejudice, any hurt or hate, anything
that did not bring Him glory or reflect His Word, will, and ways. I continue to pray and ask the Spirit to remove
sin from my life and to heal and fill that space.

We all have an important part to play in God’s plan to heal our land, and it begins with Him creating a clean
heart and clean hands in His people, individually and collectively. Philippians 1:6 promises that, “He who began
a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.” We are not perfect people, but when we pray and
submit to His will and work in us and then through us, we are being perfected, drawing nearer to God every day,
abiding in Him so that His love can flow through us.
Will you please join me in praying now? Make this prayer personal, change and continue it in any way the Spirit
leads you.
Lord, Jesus please forgive me for my wicked ways that block Your love and glory in my life. Convict me of every
sinful word and way that is in me. Change me in Your love and grace and do not let me make excuses or turn a
blind eye to things You want to remove from me and transform in me. Lord please remove pride, prejudice, and
fear that I might not have even recognized; responses or emotions that have been reactions in my life. Replace
all of these with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness and self-control. Lord, please heal
me and heal our land.

Serving Him with gladness,
Kathy Branzell—President, National Day of Prayer Task Force

We have been periodically trying to keep you up to date on the progress of the mortgage loan that was
taken out in 2012 for our Life Center. Just to recap, the Life Center was completed in 2012. We had our
dedication service on Father’s Day of that year. The loan that we had secured to build the Life Center was
for $1,100,000.00. On Father’s Day of 2020, we made the announcement during the service that as of the
beginning of June, Stroh Church of Christ is debt free. GOD IS A GREAT GOD!
We began the project with our Imagine campaign, which was kicked off in 2008 in the midst of some of
the worst economic times. We saw how faithful the congregation was here in Stroh through the giving to
God and learning how to rely on Him to meet our needs. The Imagine campaign was an opportunity to see
how God would provide for us when we worship him with our giving.
The Elders have been praying about where to go next. Personally, I would feel as though I would be
cheating God if I did not continue giving for this purpose and I am excited to tell you that we have come
up with a plan.
We have things we want and things we would like to do, but we have decided that we want to bless
others as we have been blessed.
Over the last few years, our normal Imagine funding has been approximately $6000 per month. We would
like to take that money, and for each month over the next 14 months, we would like to bless 14 missions
that we support with a one-time gift per mission. This may be to help fund a vehicle, help with a building
project, or maybe even buy bibles for Christians who are desperately needing God’s Word.
Thank you for faithfulness and trust in God.
Imagine what God can do! Look what God has done!
Eric Perkins, Finance Ministry

Mike & Nancy Bible would like to thank
you all for praying for their son,
Michael. He had been on our prayer
list for a while now for serving our
country in the military.
Michael now has officially retired from
the Ohio Army National Guard after
serving over 20 years! Praise the Lord!

Life has had more than just a few challenges for most folks over the last few months. When I was thinking about our mission,
Woodburn Christian Children's Home, I wondered how they were dealing with all of the changes and also the questions that
the children at the Home might be asking. Looking back over one of their recent newsletters, I ran across some special answers and wanted to share them with you. Joe Heins, the Executive Director for Woodburn, did a beautiful job of explaining .
He said," At the Woodburn Christian Children's Home, we define life's experiences through the biblical character of God, so
that together we trust God to overcome challenges. This objective is central to what we teach WCCH children, especially as
the pandemic effects our experiences. To teach the children how to overcome this difficulty, we studied the bible to re-learn
the character of God with the goal of trusting Him more. During the study, we learned God is faithful, persistent and powerful;
eternal love and sacrificial grace."
He went on to say that to " illustrate the bible lessons, we used a pottery wheel and clay to remind the children God is the Potter and we are the clay."
" We may not fully understand life's experiences. However, we know our role- trust God and submit to His authority. By
submitting, we will discover God and overcome life's problems."
Reading this was a good reminder that God has us in His hands and He has a plan. It was also encouraging that despite the
turmoil in this world, God is being glorified and children pointed to Him at WCCH. Thank you God for the Home and everyone
there who works so hard to serve the children and their families! Amen!
—Heidi Foley, Missions Ministry

The following is an article by Brian Dodd:

I, Brian Dodd, had a meeting with an incredible group of church leaders. As part of our initial time together, I like to
ask each of those in attendance what brings them back to their church week after week. After all, in America, there is no
shortage of churches to attend. Often, there is one on every corner. So I am particularly interested in what is it about
this particular church that so connects you to the heart of God?
As we went around the room and I heard each person’s individual story, one response stopped me dead in my tracks. It
was unlike any answer I had ever heard.
The gentleman looked right at me and very calmly but with extreme certainty said the following words, “You travel a
lot. Do you know how you feel when you arrive back at home? That’s how I feel when I come to this church.”
His words pierced my heart and have stuck with me all week. Going to church should feel like coming home.
As I gave it some thoughts, I realized there are 10 Ways Coming to Church Should Make You Feel Like You Are Coming
Home:
1. My family, which I love, is at home. I should have a church family I love as well.
2. People are happy to see me when I come home. They welcome me home. People should be happy to see me at
church. It should be as though they are welcoming me home.
3. I am loved unconditionally when I come home. I should be loved unconditionally when I come to church.
4. I am treated with kindness when I come home. I should be treated with kindness when I come to church.
5. I know my role and where I fit at home. I should know my role and where I fit at church.
6. I can rest and relax at home. I should be able to rest and relax at church.
7. I laugh and have fun when I come home. I should be able to laugh and have fun when I come to church.
8. I can sleep in my own bed at home. I am comfortable. I should be comfortable when I come to church.
9. I feel safe and secure at home. I should feel safe and secure when I come to church.
I matter at home. My life should matter when I come to church as well.
How do you feel when you arrive at church? Is it anything like I just described? If not, how can YOU be a part in
transforming the atmosphere?

Visit BrianDoddOnLeadership.com for more by Dodd.

Making a difference for Eternity
If you are a part of SCC…you are making a difference
in children’s eternity. You have the privilege to be a
part of an outreach that fills children’s hearts, souls,
and minds. Agapé is reaching into the hearts of
children 10 hours a day, 52 hours a week, 355 days a
year! Wow, what an impact we are having right here
in our own community. Children are learning about
Jesus, the stories of God, singing joyful songs,
building independence, and developing a strong joy
for discovering and learning. The Agapé Board wants
to thank you for your prayers and gifts!
Kevin Frey
Tim Groosbeck
Mike Hamm
Lisa Howe

Abby Hruby
Dave Keller
Linda Lagemann
Debbie Lewis

Octavia Perkins
Kim Schlatter
Suzie Sheets
Jake Springer

I will sing to the Lord...
Ps. 104:33

