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Newsletter of Stroh Church of Christ - June 2020

Sunday Schedule
Worship Service - 9:00 am
Sunday School & Adult Bible Fellowship: 10:20-11 am

connecting people to Jesus and to one another

We have a Special
Announcement coming up
on Sunday, June 21!

June 15 - 19
9 am—noon

All children entering kindergarten
through entering 6th grade are welcome!
Due to Covid-19, VBS will look a little
different this year.
Also, this date is subject to change.
Register your child online at
www.strohcofcvbs.myanswers.com

William H. Hinson tells us why animal trainers
carry a stool when they go into a cage of lions.
They have their whips, of course, and their pistols
are at their sides. But invariably they also carry a
stool. Hinson says it is the most important tool of
the trainer. He holds the stool by the back and
thrusts the legs toward the face of the wild animal.
Those who know-maintain that the animal tries to
focus on all four legs at once. In the attempt to
focus on all four, a kind of paralysis overwhelms
the animal, and it becomes tame, weak, and
disabled because its attention is fragmented.
(quoted in Autoillustrator.com, PRIORITIES/FOCUS/PURPOSE/
PERSPECTIVE, from Developing the Leader Within You, by John
Maxwell)

I don’t know about you, but I guess that I am too
much like that lion, in that I have trouble getting
anything done when I am trying to determine which
leg of the stool I want to focus on. Okay, I am not
trying to focus on four legs of a stool, but I often
feel like I am in the circus trying to keep
several plates spinning at the same time.
Do you ever get so busy doing several really good
things that you lose focus on the main thing that
you should be concentrating on?
Maybe you are a great juggler, and you are
juggling, work, family, church, hobbies, leisure,
and the list goes on. Are the things that you should
be focusing your energies on getting shortchanged
by your trying to do too many things?
If I want to be the best baseball player, then I
should focus on baseball, and spend the greatest
amount of my energy & my time on baseball skills.
If I want to be the best Christian that I can be, then
I need to focus my time and energies on what is
needed to make it happen. What can and will
make it happen?
-Read God’s Word like it is from a Holy Creator
God who loves you and wants you to know Him.
-Talk to God in Prayer like He is a real person,
actually a Holy All-Powerful God.
-Listen to the Holy Spirit’s leading, knowing that He
will lead you in the right direction and help you
know God, and know what God wants of you.
-Exercise your faith by being Obedient to what you
read & how the Spirit leads.
But if I just want to be a casual Christian, then I will
keep showing up occasionally at church, not get
involved, not read the Bible, not spend time prayer,
disregard the Spirit’s leading, and not put my
whole self, heart and all, into becoming all that
God wants for me, and wants me to be.
CU Sunday,

Mike

Great News for the Good News!
This month’s Mission of the Month Is the South
African Christian Mission.
Most of you are aware that SCC has been extremely
active in providing Bibles for Christians in South
Africa (and beyond!). Through the years we have
helped to put the Good News into the hands of
thousands of individuals, many with signatures and
personal messages of encouragement. We now
have the opportunity and ability to continue that for
many years to come!
After our tireless leader in the Bible-getting crusade,
Bob Snyder, passed away, our missionary, Steve
Zimmerman, and the board of South African
Christian Mission have been looking for a storage
facility that meets the needs of both Bible (among
other items) storage and preparing for shipment to
South Africa. Many ideas were tossed out, and
others fell through, but God always has a plan when
it comes to His Word!
Northview Christian Church of Coldwater, MI, has
offered to provide land to erect a storage facility on
their property that fulfills the specific needs of
storage and shipment. What a blessing! Thanks go
to Dave Foust who helped to organize these efforts.
What we need now are the funds to build the
facility. The estimated cost is $7000 to complete the
job.
If you are able and interested in helping out, please
make your check out to “SCC” and designate your
gift on the memo line to “SACM Bible storage.” Any
funds in excess of what is needed for the storage
facility will be used to purchase Bibles for future
shipments. Please have any donations to the church
by June 28th. If you have any questions, please contact Steve Hamilton.
God has done amazing things through Steve Z. with
the help of many, many others, and He obviously is
not done yet!
—Steve Hamilton, Missions Ministry Team

2020 NATIONAL PRAYER FOR AMERICA
Lord, we exist to give You glory. We exist
because of Your glory, and in Your glory,
as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.
We give you thanks and praise for every breath
and moment You have given to us.
We repent of our sin; for the shameful things
we have done against You and for our silence
when we did not speak up to proclaim
Your Name, profess Your Word,
or protect and practice Your will.
We ask Your forgiveness.
We pray that the knowledge of the glory of
the Lord will spread across our nation and
the entire earth as we seek Your Kingdom
and righteousness; as we walk in
obedience to You, and in humble unity,
love one another. Jesus, the Bible says that
You are “the knowledge of the glory of the
Lord.” You have taught us to pray,
commanded us to love, and commissioned
us to share Your gospel of grace.
Your glory fills our hearts and families,
it overflows into our neighborhoods,
workplaces, campuses, churches,
entertainment, and media. We give thanks
for our military and ask that Your glory
would spread to, and through them as they
preserve freedom around the world.
We pray for our government, that all of our
leaders and laws would be filled with Your
glory, that they would magnify Your Holy
Word and honor Your will and ways.
We pray that Your grace and glory would
spread to bring hope to the hopeless,
and love where there is hurt and hate.
God, use us as we pray your promise,
that “the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea.” In Jesus Name, Amen!

Kathy Branzell
President, National Day of Prayer Task Force

Wow! These last few months have been… different
and strange and full of uncertainty and so many
emotions. We are wanting and longing for
“normal”, but are unsure of when that will happen
or even if we ever will fully go back to the “normal”
that we once knew. And maybe it is a good thing if
we don’t.
One of the online church services I have been
watching has been doing a sermon series titled The
New Normal. The first week, they challenged us to
think about how this time in quarantine is giving us
a chance to look at how the old normal may have
not been working well for us and this time away
from friends and extended family is a chance for us
to reset, and find a better way to live with God and
have joy in our circumstances. Netflix is not a good
substitute for joy. Social media is not a good
substitute for deep meaningful relationships. Our
jobs, working out at the gym, parenting, or
whatever it might be for you is not ideal for finding
our self worth. Our old normal was already crazy
and claustrophobic. Maybe God is using this time
as a way to refocus on Him and find true joy, to
work on building and tending those relationships, or
finding our true self worth in Him.
As we start to transition into coming back together,
I am still uncertain of what the plan will look like for
Children’s ministry. I want them to feel some aspect
of normalcy in being with friends and learning
about God’s love for them. But I definitely think this
is a great time to maybe revamp and refocus some
things. Please join me in praying over this.

—Adele Brunsman, Children’s Minister

These past few months have been something… haven’t they?
I’m ready to get back to normal, as I’m sure most of you are too.
Unfortunately, I don’t see that happening for a while, for many things.
Lake James Christian Camp has decided to push back the summer camps until July.
This was not an easy decision, however, we know that there will be many procedures from the State and
local health boards that we will need to abide by. The good news is… we are still offering camps! Check out
the camp website for more details and to register your kids. (www.ljca.org)
Another program this summer that has taken a hit is CIY. Every year we take high school students to a week
long conference. We have had a great turn out, and even better time of growth and fellowship.
Sadly, this year, most, if not all, CIY weeks have been cancelled. We are very sad about this, but we
understand they are doing what they think is best to keep all safe.
I am working to do a weekend “CIY” with some area churches this summer. While it will not be the same, it
can still be a powerful tool in deepening relationships with God, and each other.
I am also working on a seniors only retreat to help make up for all that they are missing out on. I will have
more details on that soon.
In the meantime… Do your part in loving people, and showing God’s love.
— Mark Hamm, Associate Minister

The New Normal
This is an unusual but popular term used recently that none of us desired to adopt. It is based on the
concept that what once was thought to be “normal” in our minds, behaviors, and relationships, has now been
replaced with a radically different way of functioning. The “New Normal” means that we, as a society, are
expected to embrace and abide by these unusual standards. The “New Normal” is a societal adaptation to a loss
of innocence due to exposure to something awful. Welcome to the “New Normal”.
Similar changes took place in our world after September 11th, 2001. Something aggressive, destructive,
and malicious invaded our safe space and changed everything. The ways in which people communicated,
interacted, managed their time, and spent their money changed. Our leisure, our travel, and our relationship
with governmental authority all changed in light of this tragic event that brought death to the streets. Life took
on a very different tone, and that tone became the “New Normal”.
At the beginning of human history, another deadly force invaded our world. It came on the lying
tongue of a deceiving serpent who wished to dethrone his Creator. This contagion made contact with earth’s
first victim and spread his disease, beginning with the simple words, “Did God really say…?” (Genesis 3:1).
He brought the virus. The virus brought death, and so we had “The New Normal” for all of creation. Fortunately, this is not the end of the story. Our Heavenly Father and His Divine Son had a plan in effect before the
disease even invaded humanity. This ultimate antivirus was called “grace” and it came through Christ.
1 John 3:8 states, “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.” His kingdom
ushered in something beyond the new normal… the transformed life. When you are tempted (along with the
rest of society) to complain, worry, squirm, or fume about the “New Normal”, take a moment to consider how
God’s grace has changed your thinking and functioning, and pass that good medicine on to another who is
infected.

Stephen Leininger, Counselor, MA-CMHC

Jeremy Williams was immersed
on May 17, 2020.
5495 E. 775 S., Hamilton, IN 46742

Which Disturbs You Most?
A soul lost in hell—or a scratch on
your new car?
Your missing the worship service—or
missing a day’s work?
A sermon ten minutes too long—or lunch
a half hour late?
A church not growing—or a garden
not growing?
Your Bible being unopened—or your
newspaper unread?
Your contribution decreasing—or your
income decreasing?
Your children late for Bible School—or
late for school?
The church work being neglected—or your
own work being neglected?
Missing a good Bible lesson—or missing
your favorite TV program?
Low attendance at worship—or low
attendance at the club meeting.
from—The Best of Out of My Treasure by Don Boatman

Thank you for all that have
continued to support and pray
for Agapé families, staff, and
children. Through this
COVID-19 crisis we have
remained open to service
those in need in our
community. With God on our
side we will get through this!
We are committed to show
GOD’S Light in the darkness!

If you are unable to come to Sunday worship, our
Elders are willing to bring the Lord’s Supper to
your home or to the hospital per your request. To
request it, please call the church office Monday
through Thursday between 9:00 am and 3:30 pm,
or by noon on Friday. Let Christy know, and she
will contact the Elder serving that week. Give her
your name, address, & phone number. The Elder
will contact you to set up an
appropriate time.
Criteria:
-If you are a regular attender of SCC.
-If you are not suffering from a contagious
illness.
-If you request it.

Hannah Stoy & Peyton Hamilton’s
Graduation Extravaganza
Saturday, June 27, 4:00-7:00 pm
At 5660 S County Road 400 W,
Pleasant Lake, IN 46779
Come and join the families for food, friends, and
fun while they celebrate the high school graduation
of Peyton and Hannah!

